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The George Zell Spirit of NACE award recognizes NACE members whose commitment and compassion 
toward humanitarianism make a profound and recognizable impact in memory of NACE member George 
Zell, who passed away in 1999. George was the quintessential NACE member, dedicated to his chapter 
and the national organization through leadership. This award is given at the discretion of the NACE 
National Board of Directors and may not be conferred each year.

Requirement:
• Must be a NACE member for 10 years or more, consecutively.

Section 1: Award Entry Overview
Give a 150-word overview of the award submission to answer the following questions. This overview 
should set the tone for the rest of the award submission. This overview may be used in promotional 
materials and NACE reserves the right to modify this description for the award program.

What is the nominee’s top contribution to the catering and events industry? What is the nominee’s top 
contribution to NACE? Why should they receive this award?

Section 2: Criteria
Respond to the below bulleted prompts in 500-750 words. Answer all prompts in the order listed, 
adding space between answers, for maximum point value.

• Describe lifetime volunteerism and humanitarianism in the nominee's community and within 
NACE (industry and/or personal contributions). 

• Describe demonstrated mentoring and internships and passion for the catering and events 
profession (speaking at NACE Chapter events and NACE National conferences, teaching 
classes, articles written, etc.). 

• Describe the candidate's impact on NACE.
o Chapter Impact: Describe what way(s) the nominee has had significant impact on chapter 

success in ways unrelated to holding office or committee positions. 
o National Impact: Describe what way(s) the nominee has had significant impact on chapter 

success and/or NACE national success in ways unrelated to holding national office or 
committee positions.
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The George Zell Spirit of NACE award recognizes NACE members whose commitment and compassion 
toward humanitarianism make a profound and recognizable impact in memory of NACE member George 
Zell, who passed away in 1999. George was the quintessential NACE member, dedicated to his chapter 
and the national organization through leadership. This award is given at the discretion of the NACE 
National Board of Directors and may not be conferred each year.

Section 3: Upload Material

• REQUIRED Upload a letter of recommendation from a member of the Chapter’s Executive 
Committee. The letter should be 350 words maximum, nomination is ineligible without this 
requirement

• Upload a resume for the nominee that includes the following information:
• List the local NACE chapter and NACE national boards and committees, including position 

and year, on which the nominee participated.
• List major local or national honors or awards received by year (business, industry, or 

community service accepted).
• List of speaking engagements at leadership conferences, NACE national conferences and 

NACE Chapter events. 
• Upload up to 6 pieces of information supporting the nominee’s actions, such as photos, letters of 

recommendation from NACE members or industry professionals, beneficiaries,, and public press 
coverage, which can include NACE newsletters and blog posts.

• Provide a testimonial from the nominee describing how NACE has personally and professionally 
impacted their life. 


